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Helena,   Montana 
December    1,    1950 


Hon.  John  W.  Bonner, 
Governor  of  Montana 
Helena,  Montana 


Dear  Sir: 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  thirtieth  biennial 
report  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1949-1950  in 
compliance  with  statute  requirements. 

We  are  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

NORMAN  WINESTINE, 

President 
M.   G.  BURLINGAME, 

Vice  President 
A.  J.  PARTOLL,  Secretary 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana. 
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Helena,  Montana 
Dec.  1,  1950 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Montana, 
Norman  Winestine,  President 

Members  of  the  Board: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  thirtieth  biennial  report  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1949-1950. 

February  2,  1951  will  mark  the  begnning  of  the  87th  year  of  service 
for  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana.  Incorporated  by  act  of  the  first 
Legislative  Assembly,  less  than  a  year  after  Montana  became  a  terri- 
tory and  less  than  three  years  after  the  first  important  gold  discovery 
at  Bannack  which  brought  into  the  area  the  earliest  influx  of  miners  in 
numbers,  it  well  may  be  that  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  be- 
longs the  distinction  of  being  the  only  society  to  be  organized  that  early 
in  the  history  of  its  state. 

For  28  years  the  small  group  of  pioneers  who  organized  the  society 
and  furnished  the  funds,  carried  on  the  work  of  collecting  from  every 
source  possible  the  recorded  and  unrecorded  history  of  the  region  so 
that  it  might  be  available  to  future  generations.  To  this  group  we  owe 
our  splendid  file  of  early  Montana  newspapers,  many  books  of  great 
value,  journals  and  records  of  personal  experiences  of  early  pioneers, 
paintings,  maps  and  other  materials  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
obtain  if  the  work  of  gathering  this  material  had  been  delayed.  This 
group,  in  1893,  gave  to  the  state  of  Montana,  their  accumulated  posses- 
sions. From  that  time  until  July  1,  1949,  the  Historical  Society  of 
Montana  affairs  were  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  five  mem- 
bers. For  many  years,  the  various  Boards  that  served  the  Society  had 
recognized  there  was  great  need  for  wider  participation  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Society,  so  it  sponsored  a  bill  increasing  the  membership  of  the 
Board  to  15  members  and  permitting  the  re-organization  of  a  state-wide 
historical  society.  The  new  enlarged  Board  held  their  first  meeting  July 
30,  1949  and  their  second,  September  16,  1950.  At  these  meetings  and  at 
various  committee  meetings,  plans  were  made  for  the  organization  of 
the  historical  society  and  for  the  publication  of  a  quarterly  historical 
magazine  which  is  to  be  sent  to  all  regularly  enrolled  members  of  the 
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new  society.  It  is  hoped  by  these  means  to  stimulate  interest  and  co- 
operation in  all  parts  o'r  the  state  in  the  work  of  the  Society.  It  is  par- 
ticularly fitting  that  the  possessions  of  the  Historical  Society's  library 
and  museum  should  be  housed  in  the  new  Memorial  Building  which  is 
dedicated  in  part  to  the  Pioneers  of  Montana,  for  its  founders  were 
the  young  men  who  at  the  same  time  were  engaged  in  the  great  task  of 
establishing  law  and  order  in  the  new  territory  and  making  known  to 
the  nation  its  vast  resources. 

The  chief  goal  of  the  Society,  to  collect  and  safeguard  historical 
material  related  particularly  to  Montana  and  the  Pacific  Northwest 
and  to  make  it  available  for  use,  has  never  been  lost  sight  of.  This  bien- 
nium  numerous  magazine  articles  and  a  number  of  valuable  books  di- 
rectly concerned  with  Montana  history  have  been  published.  The  num- 
ber of  writers  who  are  now  Montanans  or  who  have  been  residents  of 
the  state  is  steadily  increasing. 

It  is  impossible  to  list  here  all  the  new  books  but  we  should  like  to 
call  attention  to  a  few  that  have  appeared  just  recently  and  that  are  ol 
particular  interest  to  Montanans: 

First,  a  book  that  promises  to  be  a  best  seller  in  the  West,  WAN- 
DERSONG,  an  autobiographical  novel  of  Henry  Macdonald,  who  was 
widely  known  to  old  timers  of  central  and  northern  Montana,  written  by 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Banks  of  Portland,  Oregon,  and  illustrated 
by  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wallace;  then  a  book  THE  MAJESTIC 
LAND,  by  Eric  Thane  (Ralph  Henry)  which  is  not  only  informative 
but  entertaining;  and  thirdly,  two  examples  of  a  type  of  publication 
most  acceptable  to  us  because  of  their  contents  and  the  methods  em- 
ployed in  their  compilation:  THE  STORY  OF  THE  TOBACCO  PLAINS 
COUNTRY,  the  material  for  which  was  collected,  written  and  edited  by 
a  group  of  men  and  women  of  the  region  and  published  by  "The  Pioneers 
of  the  Tobacco  Plains  Country;"  the  other,  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD,  a 
compilation  of  neighborhood  history,  biography  and  anecdote  by  the 
members  of  a  woman's  club  in  the  vicinity  of  Avon,  Montana. 

Our  accessions  show  a  collection  of  more  than  40,500  volumes.  Sub- 
stantial additions  have  been  made  in  the  field  of  microfilm,  manuscripts, 
paintings,  photographs  of  historical  interest  and  museum  relics.  A 
list  of  accessions  follows  this  report. 

Much  credit  must  be  given  to  the  Montana  Institute  of  Arts  for  its 
part  in  stimulating  its  members  to  take  part  in  the  activities  of  historical 
groups  interested  in  writing  local  history,  and  in  presenting  pageants 
and  dramas  which  portray  memorable  events  in  the  past  history  of  the 
state. 

We  are  happy  to  anounce  that  this  year  Mr.  Charles  A.  Bovey  re- 
ceived the  Montana  award  for  outstanding  achievement  in  local  history 
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in  the  West  from  the  American  Association  for  State  and  Local  History. 
The  only  other  award  granted  to  Montana  by  this  Association  was  in 
1946  when  the  River  Press  of  Fort  Benton  received  it  for  its  centennial 
edition  in  honor  of  the  'founding  of  the  Fort. 

The  most  interesting  work  performed  by  the  Staff  in  the  library 
is  the  research  done  in  answer  to  the  many  requests  for  information  by 
writers,  students  and  individuals.  Especial  attention  was  given  this 
biennium  to  the  early  history  of  the  Canyon  Ferry  district  and  other 
areas  embraced  in  the  National  Parks  and  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Projects. 

We  hope  the  conditions  that  prevailed  in  the  past  unfavorable  to 
the  fullest  achievement  of  all  our  goals  will  be  largely  eliminated  when 
we  have  more  space  for  both  library  and  museum.  Proper  space  for 
exhibits  will  bring  many  more  gifts  to  the  museum.  The  Memorial 
Building  is  making  excellent  progress  and  another  winter  should  see 
the  Historical  Society  in  its  new  quarters. 

The  appropriation  received  from  the  last  Legislature  was  the  most 
liberal  that  the  Society  has  ever  received.  By  carefully  conserving  this, 
we  hope  that  the  unincluded  expenses  of  carrying  on  a  campaign  for  a 
state-wide  historical  society  and  of  inaugurating  the  historical  quarterly 
of  MONTANA  HISTORY  can  be  met.  The  new  budget  must  be  con- 
siderably larger  than  those  of  past  years  for  it  must  make  provision  for 
a  larger  staff  and  for  new  equipment,  especially  in  the  way  of  ade- 
quate museum  cases. 

Of  the  approximately  10,000  visitors  who  toured  the  capitol  this 
past  summer  there  were  few  who  did  not  visit  the  library. 

In  closing  may  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation:  to 
Governor  Bonner,  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  and  all  other  state  de- 
partments for  their  cooperation  and  courtesy; 

To  you,  the  Trustees  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  your 
unfailing  interest  and  cooperation  in  the  work  of  the  Society; 

To  Mrs.  Anne  McDonnell,  assistant  librarian,  whose  experience,  in- 
terest and  untiring  effort  in  carrying  out  the  many  phases  of  work  in 
the  Library  have  made  for  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  many 
friends  and  added  to  its  prestige; 

And  finally  to  all  others,  who  contributed  by  gift  or  appreciative 
word  or  deed  to  whatever  success  we  may  have  had  in  achieving  our 
goals. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

LUCINDA  B.  SCOTT,  Librarian. 
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Books  Accessioned  July,  1948-June,  1950 

General  works,  newspapers,  periodicals 211  volumes 

Religion    and    philosophy ..  16 

Sociology 101 

Natural  Sciences  8 

Useful  arts 45 

Fine  arts 7 

Literature  29 

History,  exploration  and  travel 218 

Biography 39 

674 


Microfilms — 

Dunlap,  Katherine 

Journey  from  Council  Bluffs  to  Bannack,  May  16-Aug.  16,  1864. 
Microfilm  of  typed  copy  in  Bancroft  Library,  "University  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

Lewis,  Margaret  Brook 

What  I  have  saved  from  the  writing  of  my  husband  Thomas  B. 
Lewis.  Published  in  San  Francisco,  1874.  Microfilm  of  chapter  on 
Montana  history,  January-April,  1865.  Bancroft  Library,  University 
of  California. 

Hedges,  Cornelius 

Diary,  1849-1893:     1906-1907.     Yale  University. 

Notes  on  the  Natural  History  of  Dakota  and  Montana  Territories. 
(Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  Vol.  17,  pp.  36-70)  Library  of 
Congress. 

Madison  County,  Montana:  Deeds,  records  df  placer  and  lode  locations, 
1863-1949.     Recordak  Company. 

Rogers,  Isaac 

Diary,  January-December,  1865.  Virginia  City,  Montana  Territory. 
State  Historical  Society  of  Missouri. 

New  York  Times,  Sept.  18,  1851-Jan.  11,  1946,  first  page  of  35  issues. 
Gift  of  New  York  Times. 

Lacey-Folwell  Letters,  1880-1884 

Dr.  Dibbs'  Diary,  June  24,  1862-January  1,  1863.  Samuel  Bond  Diary, 
June  18-December  21,  1862.  (Fisk  expedition,  1862).  Minnesota  His- 
torical Society. 
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Montana  Territory.  Executive  proceedings  and  official  correspondence. 
1877-1887;  1867-1889.     (Dept.  of  the  Interior)  National  Archives. 

Montana  Post,  Virginia  City,  Montana  Territory,  Aug.  27,  1864-June  11, 
1869.  New  York  Historical  Society  and  Clark  Memorial  Library, 
U.  C.  L.  A.,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Gifts  Other  Than  Books  Received  July,  1948-June,  1950 

Allen,  Mrs.  Jean,  Helena,  Montana 

Miniatures  of  historical  characters  in  Montana  history,  made  by 
donor. 

Archibald,  Mrs.  Pauline,  Great  Falls,  Montana 

Framed  portrait  of  Mrs.  Sidney  Edgerton,  wife  of  the  first  governor 
of  Montana  Territory,  and  grandmother  al  the  donor. 

Berglund,  Mrs.  Theresa,  Helena,  Montana 

Photographs  of  early  Fort  Benton  residents,  the  Irvins  and  the 
La  Mottes. 

Biering,  Hans — 1950 

Desk  used  by  Granville  Stuart,  first  state  land  agent  of  Montana. 
Photographs  (2)  U.  S.  Topographical  Survey  crew,  1896,  Members 
of  Montana  State  Planning  Board,   1950. 

Bovey,  Charles  A.,  Great  Falls,  Montana 

Account  books  and  ledgers,  business  firms,  Virginia  City,  Montana, 
1864-1901.     (18) 

Bowman,   E.   K.,    Helena,    Montana 

Photographs  of  Hardin,  Montana,  1913;  samples  of  scoria  from 
south-eastern  Montana. 

Buchanan,  Miss  Ella,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Bronze  statuette  "Conquest"  by  her  brother,  the  late  Albyn 
Buchanan. 

Clark,  Archie,  Great  Falls,  Montana 

Photographs  (7)  St.  Peter's  mission,  Montana. 

Cooke,  Mrs.  C.  C,  Whitefish,  Montana 

Scrap  books  (213)  World  War  II,  presidential  campaigns,  maps. 

Coombs,  Walter,  Helena,  Montana 

Framed  photograph  of  Will  Aiken. 
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Davis,  Walter  N.,  Kirksville,  Missouri. 

Framed  photograph  of  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Davis, 
pioneers  of  Montana,  1863. 

Delta  Kappa  Gamma  Society,  Helena,  Montana 
Figurine  of  Miss  Mary  C.  Wheeler. 
Oil  painting  by  Miss  Wheeler,  prayer  book,  scrap  books,  etc. 

Fligelman,  Miss  Frieda  and  Winestine,  Mrs.  Belle,  Helena,  Montana 
Patchwork  quilt  made  by  Mrs.  Herman  Fligelman  in  the  80's. 

French  Gratitude  Train 

The  French  "Merci"  or  "Gratitude"  train  arrived  in  Helena,  Mon- 
tana, Feb.  16,  1949.  The  various  gifts  from  the  people  of  France 
were  distributed  among  the  56  counties  of  Montana.  Those  al- 
located to  Lewis  and  Clark  county  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Montana.  It  is  not  possible  to  list  here  all  the 
items  in  the  collection  which  included  paintings,  art  objects,  dolls,  a 
wedding  dress  complete  with  veil  and  wreath,  books  and  records  of 
French  folk  songs. 

Hanson,  Mrs.  Alonzo,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Montana 
Photograph  of  Castle,  Montana. 

Hazzard,  M.  C,  Helena,  Montana 
Charlie  Russell  prints. 

Helena  Kiwanis  Chapter. 

Photographs  of  the  installation  of  Helena  Kiwanis  officers,  1947, 
1948. 

Hepner,  Mrs.  Josephine  I.,  Helena,  Montana 

Photographs    (2)    Helena   Unity   Club   members   in  performance   of 

"As  You  Like  It,"  1898. 

Program  and  invitation,  inauguration  of  President  Truman,  Jan.  20, 

1949. 

Kennedy,  M.  L.,  Helena,  Montana 

Ferry  token,  Baker  Street  ferry,  Fort  Benton,  Montana. 

KXLJ  Radio  Station,  Helena,  Montana 

Recordings  of  Legislative  Hi-Lites,  31st,  1949  Legislature. 

Marcyes,  C.  A.,  Missoula,  Montana 

Photographs  (2)  of  Jirah  I.  Allen. 

Mattes,  M.  J.,  National  Park  Service 

Photographs  (56)  Canyon  Ferry  and  Missouri  Valley  region. 

Moore,  Mrs.  Sanford,  Bozeman,  Montana 

Framed  photograph  of  Sanford  Moore,  Montana  pioneer  of  1865. 
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Moore,  Thomas  R.  family,  Helena,  Montana 

Framed   photograph   of    "wool    team"    (freight   outfit)    Lewistown, 
Montana,  1899. 

Owen,  Miss  Mina,  Helena,  Montana 

Photograph  of  the  Adobetown,  Montana  schoolhouse. 

Peterson,  Ernst  C,  Hamilton,  Montana 

Framed   tinted   photograph   of   the    "Bitter   Root",    Montana    State 
flower. 

Rader,  Arthur  C,  Helena,  Montana 

Map  of  Montana  territory,  1865,  by  W.  W.  De  Lacy. 

Shober,  John  H.,  Helena,  Montana 

Photographs    (2)    Elkhorn,    Montana;    Mme.    F.    R.    Medini,    Helena 
musician  of  the  90's. 
Cartridge  belt  and  gun  of  John  H.  Shober,  Montana  pioneer. 

Stevenson,  Blanche  and  Minnie,  Helena,  Montana 

Framed  oil  painting  of  the  Helena  Valley,  1884,  painted  by  Cyrenius 
Hall. 

Sweeney,  William  C,  Helena,  Montana 

Miner's  pick  owned  by  Thomas  Cruse,  discoverer  of  the  Drumlum- 
mon  mine  of  Marysville,  Montana. 

Talbot,  Earl,  Great  Falls,  Montana 

Photographs  (2)  of  the  markers  on  the  graves  of  Johnny  Curry  and 
Pike  Landusky. 

Weaver,  John  B.,  Butte,  Montana 

Oil  painting  "The  Cock  Fight",  painted  by  Mr.  Weaver. 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  Montana 

Framed  photographs  of  four  Montana  men  who  were  awarded  the 
Medal  of  Honor,  World    War  II. 

Werneke,  Chauncey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lariat  made  in  Livingston,  Montana  in  the  80's. 
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